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Joint Statement by Women Prisoner Advocates Concerning New 
Invasive Pat Search Procedure at Valley State Prison for Women 

 
 We are outraged and alarmed about the new invasive pat procedure that has been instituted at Valley 
State Prison for Women (VSPW) in Chowchilla.  We believe that this new policy constitutes heightened sexual 
abuse and molestation of women in a prison system in which women are already subjected to sexual violence 
daily. We demand that this invasive search policy be ceased immediately. 
 
 The new invasive pat procedure implemented on female prisoners by male guards violates the 
constitutional and human rights of women prisoners. Cross gender pat searches have been found 
unconstitutional in federal court. They are also considered a human rights violation under the United Nations 
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners. 
 
 California Prisons have been cited by several human rights organizations as well as the United Nations 
for abusive pat searches. Valley State Prison for Women, in particular, has a history of sexual and emotional 
abuse of women prisoners.  Human rights organizations have criticized the psychological and sexual abuse of 
women imprisoned in its Security Housing Unit. Three years ago, its Chief Medical Officer was removed from 
his job after admitting on national television that he believed women prisoners “enjoyed” unnecessary 
gynecological exams performed by his staff. 
 
 According to a statement released by women prisoners, “This is an open invitation to allow male 
staff/officers to violate the female inmate while having her in a submissive hold. This is extreme, unless there has 
been probable cause, but now this will be a daily routine activity for all female inmates.” 
 
 It’s imperative that this new pat search procedure be stopped immediately to avoid further harassment 
and sexual abuse of female prisoners by male guards in California state prisons. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Christina Wilson, California Coalition for Women Prisoners 
Judy Greenspan, California Prison Focus 
Cassandra Shaylor, Justice Now 
Cassie Pierson, Legal Services for Prisoners with Children 
 
CC:  Acting Warden Jacquez, Valley State Prison For Women, 559-665-6102 
CC:  Senator John Vasconcellos, 916-324-0283 
CC: Senator Gloria Romero, 916-445-0485 
CC: Senator John Burton, 916-445-1412 
CC: Senator Sheila Kuehl, 916-324-4823 
CC: Assemblywoman Hannabeth Jackson, Chair, Women’s Caucus,  
CC:  Sheila Bauer, Director of Women’s Programs, Amnesty International, 212-627-1451 
CC: Corinne Carey, Researcher, Human Rights Watch, 212-736-1300 
CC: LaShawn Jefferson, Women’s Rights Program, Human Rights Watch, 212-736-1300 
CC:  interested members of the media 


